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APM ACTIVITIES

On-Site Project Management Workshops

APM offers a variety of on-site project management workshops.   Programs are one or two-days in length and allow up to 30 people to obtain valuable insights into more effective project management.   For more information on this cost-effective approach to staff training, contact Howard Birnberg at 312-664-2300, cell at 312-560-6651,  or email at hbirnberg@rcn.com
New APM Office

The Association is opening a California office effective January 1, 2008.    This office will be located at 8 Corral Run, Carmel Valley, CA  93923.   The Chicago office will remain open for the near future.  Both locations will be served by the main telephone number of 312-664-2300.   The new fax number is 831-624-1793.   APM executive director, Howard Birnberg may also be reached at his cell number of 312-560-6651.   Email: hbirnberg@comcast.net or hbirnberg@rcn.com
Open Enrollment Project Management Workshops

After a lapse of several years, APM will again be offering a series of open enrollment project management workshops during 2008.   We will be providing these programs in conjunction with other organizations including the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE).   Dates and locations are being finalized and information will be sent to all APM members early in 2008.   The present schedule includes a two-day program to be held April 24-25 at the Embassy Suites hotel near the NSPE headquarters in Alexandria, VA  
PUBLICATIONS
“The Construction Extension to the PMBOK Guide Third Edition”

The Project Management  Institute (PMI) has released The Construction Extension to the Project Management Book of Knowledge Guide Third Edition.    According to the PMI release, this publication, “seeks to better address the international components of the profession with significant updates to quality, environmental, and contractual content likely to impact project manager performance.”  The retail price is $49.95 (US) and is available online at PMI.org/marketplace (ISBN 9781930699526).   
Risk Management for Design Professionals

This new book from the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) explains the principles of risk management and how any design firm can apply them to every project.  Readers will learn to identify risks, examine risks, minimize risks and learn how to structure your firm to reduce risk.  For more information or to order, call the ACEC bookstore at 202-347-7474.
NEWS FOR PROJECT MANAGERS
Mobile Population
According to U.S. census data, 16.2% of Americans changed residences in 2006.   This represents nearly 50 million people.   The West is the most popular destination for out-of-state moves.  Nevada, Alaska, Wyoming, Idaho, Arizona and Oregon led.   In contrast, Michigan, Ohio and New York drew few out-of-state movers.   An article in USA TODAY, notes, “Mobility is a good barometer of changing demographics and economic conditions nationwide.” 

Job Opportunity

GES Exposition Services is a leading tradeshow and event marketing company.    They are seeking regional production/project managers for their Los Angeles and Orlando locations.    Experience in construction, project management or engineering are desired.  Apply on line at www.ges.com or submit a resume including salary history to pbehling @ges.com
Perspective on the Housing Slump

In most regions of the U.S., the housing
market is slumping.  Sales of new and
existing homes have dropped

dramatically, the average time a home is
on the market has risen significantly and
prices have declined in some markets.
In recent years, prices had increased to 

high levels making homes affordable to 
only a fraction of the population.   
Easy credit pushed by some lenders did 
allow many home purchasers to qualify 
when under traditional standards they
would not have.   This situation has led 
to many defaults and the failure of some 
homebuilders.   It is clear the current 

housing boom cycle is at an end.  No 

doubt, the housing market will recover,

and sooner than many people expect.
Interestingly, history holds important lessons for observers of the housing market.
“Houses cost too much for the mass market.  Today’s average price is around $8,000—out of reach for two-thirds of all buyers.”  (Science Digest, April 1948.)

“The goal of owning a home seems to be getting beyond the reach of more and more Americans.  The typical new house today costs about $28,000.”  (Business Week, September 4, 1969)

“The median price of a home today is approaching $50,000…Housing experts predict that in the future, price rises won’t be that great.”  (Nation’s Business, June 1977)

“The era of easy profits in real estate may be drawing to a close.”  (Money, January 1981).

“If you’re looking to buy, be careful.   Rising home values are not a sure thing anymore.”  (Miami Herald, October 25, 1985.)

“Financial planners agree that houses will continue to be a poor investment.” (Kiplinger’s Personal Financial Magazine, November 1993.)

Not everyone was off target.   One author was just a little early in his prediction.   “The trends that have produced the housing boom…have nearly run their course.  This virtually guarantees…plummeting home prices and mass foreclosures…” (John Rubino, “How to Profit from the Coming Real Estate Bust”, Rodale Publishing, 2003).

 Selected Renewing Members 

(As of January 21, 2008)
David J. Boucher

Concept Enterprises, Inc.

East Longmeadow, MA

David Chen

ECO Group

Cambridge, MA

Glenn Garrison

Glenn Garrison Incorporated

New York, NY

Stephen Gedert

Neumann/Smith Architecture

Southfield, MI

William Mielke

Ruekert & Mielke, Inc.

Waukesha, WI

Michael Metz

Krusinski Construction

Oak Brook, IL  

Dale Moore

Shive-Hattery, Inc.

Cedar Rapids, IA

Roger Nawrot

Abonmarche Consultants of Indiana

South Bend, IN  

Selected New Members

(As of January 21, 2008)

Michael Sutton

Infrastructure Engineering, Inc.

33 West Monroe Street, #1540

Chicago, IL  60603

312-425-9560
Member Address Change

(New address shown below)

George Bono

20 James Street 

Plainville, MA  02762

508-695-1470
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